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In depth chords 

We already know that the notes 1, 3 & 5 make a chord but 
these notes have specific names in music. 

The 1 is called the key note, the root note, the tonic or Do 
The 2nd note is called Re 

The 3rd Me 
The 4th Fa 
The 5th So 
The 6th La 

And the 7th is Ti or Si 

To form a chord we need the notes Do Me & So 

By changing the Do we get a new set of Re, Me etc... 
So the Do note is the name of a chord - the chords root note 

We can change the order of the notes in our chords - inversion 

1-3-5 = Root position 
(with the root (1) at the bottom this is the strongest way to 

play a chord.) 

3-1-5 = 1st inversion 

5-1-3 = 2nd inversion 

Notice the 2 note gap in your hand when you are playing the 
inversions. If there is 1 notes above the gap you are in 1st 

inversion, if there are 2 notes then you are in 2nd. 

The further from the bottom the root note is the more open 
and less stable the chord will sound. 



Working out the key 

When you are working out how to play a song it’s important 
to know what key the music is in so you can relate all the 

chords around the key chord of the song. 

We do this by playing the key chord in 2nd inversion. 

To work out the key try look for the odd one out in the chord 
sequence. 

For example - C | G | Am | F 

F-G-A all run on from each other in the musical alphabet. It is 
only the C chord that sits by itself - this is our key chord. 

In every key we have 3 happy sounding major chords & 3 sad 
sounding minor chords. They are always the same. 

1 will be major 
2 will be minor 
3 will be minor 
4 will be major 
5 will be major 
6 will be minor 

(Don’t worry about number 7 just yet!) 

This is the same for every major key. 

By changing the Do you change the notes’ positions in the scale 

In C major we would have the chords 
C - Dm - Em - F - G - Am 

But move up just one note and in D the chords would be 
D - Em - F#m - G - A - Bm 



The magic sequence 

You’ l l be amazed at how many songs use the chords 1, 4, 5 & 6 

We have been playing songs using these chords already! 

In C these chords are: C - F - G & Am 
And in F they are: F - Bb - C & Dm 

Sometimes extra chords will be added but it’s amazing how 
often these chords are used.  

By identifying your key chord and playing it in 2nd inversion you 
will be able to play all the other chords without having to move 

your hands all over the keyboard. 

Let’s try this with a songs: 

My brown eyed girl 

The chords for this are nice and straight forward 
G | C | G |D 

G is the key chord so we need to play that in 2nd inversion 
D-G-B 

To move to your C chord leave your index finger on the G and 
move your other fingers up 1 note 
We then reset our hand back to G 

To move to the D chord we just need to bring the top 2 
notes down...the G to an F# and the B to an A 

Try using different inversions to see where the anchor notes are 
and if you can move between them quickly. 



Wake me up 

This song is in D major and has the chord sequence: 
Bm | G | D | D 

Doing it for yourself 

When you first try to work out songs for yourself it can be 
quite tricky to decide how to play each chord. 

Try using a grid and mapping out the notes 

For example with Wake Me Up we have the chords 

Bm = B-D-F# 
G  = G-B-D 
D  = D-F#-A 

We can see here that there is a D in every chord!  
So if possible we don’t want to move it 

The key is D major - so put that chord in 2nd inversion 
A-D-F# 

Now look for the same notes in the other chords... 

B minor also has a D and an F# and G also has a D 

We want to keep these notes as close as possible. 

So let’s write out a grid and put in the notes we know: 



The 1st chord in the song is a Bm so let’s put that into the 
grid 1st 
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The last chord to add in the G 

The notes are G-B-D 

If we use our anchor notes from the Bm chord then we don’t 
need to move the B or D notes. Let’s put it in the grid 

And there you go!  

Now you know where all your fingers go through the whole song 
and can start playing straight away. 

The more you do this the quicker you will get and eventually you 
won’t need to do it anymore! 

Remember it is what feels best to you that matters! 

If it works for you then it works. 
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adding notes to a chord 

We can add any extra notes that we like to a chord. The 
most common being the 7th (Te or Si note) 

We have two type of 7th chords 

A normal 7th chord will add in a low Ti note or a To 
And a major 7th chord will add in the normal Ti note 

When you are adding notes to a chord make the Do note 
number 1 and count up to the number that you need 

For example a 4th 

 

When we replace the 3rd note of a chord with the 4th it’s 
what we call a sus4. Try to put the 4th at the top of the 

chord by playing the chord in 2nd inversion. 

Crazy little thing called love 

D-D-Dsus4-D - D-D-D 

This is how we play the D sus4 riff in Crazy Little Thing Called 
Love. This is played in the intro and is a great way to start 

playing a sus4 chord. 

After the intro the verse chords are:  
D | G | C | G | D | G | C | G | D | Bb | C | D 

2 3 4



And there is a 2nd sequence for the chorus in Crazy Little Thing 
Called Love. The chorus goes: 
G | C | G | Bb | E | A | F 

Try working out the best way to play these chords by using 
their anchor notes to keep your fingers close. If you need to 

move your hand try to keep the movement as small as possible. 

challenge 

Here’s a challenge for you to complete before you take lesson 4 

Work out your own song! 

Choose a song you love and search for the chords online 
Try to work out the key chord 

Work out the notes in each chord and identify the anchor notes 
Work out the best inversions to use  

(try playing the key chord in 2nd inversion) 
Try and play it! 

Let me know if you need any help 

I do hope you give this challenge a go and see if you can work 
out how to play a song with a chord sequence in front of you. 

In our next lesson I will show you how to identify chords by ear 
and therefore be able to work out songs just by listening! 

So make sure you know how to play chords by sight cos we’re 
about to throw away the sheet!


